29th Annual Seed Conditioners Advisory Committee Meeting
December 6, 2017
Linn County Extension Office

Members Present: Nicole Anderson, Drew Bell, Josh Brawley, Dan Curry, Chris Day, Warren
Dole, Andy Gilbert, Rachel Hankins, Dennis Lundeen, Tom Manning, Ruth Martin, Mick
McGregor (proxy for Pat McClain), Bill Merrigan, Jay Noller, Dave Stimpson, Sean Vibbert
Darren Wallenta
Members Absent: Mike Coon
Guests Present: Andrew Altishin, Mary Beuthin, Dale Brown, Tami Brown, Terry Burr, Jim
Dombrowski, Don Floyd, Mike Hawman, Jodi Keeling, Virginia Lehman, Christy McCarthy, Mike
McCarthy, Jeff McMorran, Barry Schrumpf, Dan Weaver
I. Introductions: Warren Dole called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM. Introductions were
made.
II. Approval of 2016 minutes: The minutes of the 2016 meeting were approved by Bill
Merrigan, and seconded by Sean Vibbert. All in Favor.
III. Update on Accessing Test Reports: Dennis Lundeen explained the question asked last
year to add the check box “always cc” for test reports. Bill motioned to put together a committee
to study the issue further. Drew Bell seconded.
(a) Discussion:
A subcommittee will be appointed to report back for the board meeting in February.
Volunteers for the subcommittee: Mike Coon, Warren Dole, Don Floyd, Mike
Hawman, Virginia Lehman, Bill Merrigan, and Mick McGregor. Warren is Chair. OSU
Liaison will be Dan Curry. Amended Motion from Bill: A committee of 7 people listed
above with Chair, will report back to the Board meeting in February 2018. Sean
seconded the amendment. All in Favor of the amended motion.
IV. Automatic Sampler testing: Andrew Altishin outlined the differences in the samples that
are out of tolerance. Some are reasonably explained, some are a result of high inert, and some
are a result of fluorescence test results not being completed (these are not of concern). The two
remaining are both within the normal range that we’ve seen over the past few years. It was
noted that many of the warehouses scheduled for automatic sampler testing were skipped. The
program will be shifted in dates next year to encompass those warehouses that typically clean
their certified seed outside of the current date window. Dave mentioned that samples that are
auto sampled vs. those that are probed behave a little differently. He proposed that we have a
statistician take a look at it, and pull out some observations. Andrew volunteered to do a deeper
analysis. See attachment for more details.
V. Reports:
(a) Jay Noller - CSS: Dean Dan Arp has announced his retirement. Jay is a member of
the 15 person search committee to fill the vacancy. He is open to accepting any
names to put in front of the search firm. He will also take direct comments from the
public. Crop and Soil science has 9 searches open statewide. Additionally, this year

is the 150th anniversary of the Oregon Agricultural College, also known as Oregon
State University.
(b) Dan Curry - Seed Services: Replacing Dennis is the biggest thing going on right
now. Interviews will be conducted next week. The OSU Seed Lab has hired
someone to program iPads for data entry. PCR test (BDI) supposed to distinguish
Annual ryegrass from Perennial ryegrass. Next, it will go through an ISTA
committee. There are varieties from the Valley that are going through the test. If the
original test is successful, it will go to an international test to be vetted through labs
that are interested in participating (attached report).
(c) Dennis Lundeen – Seed Certification: Last year at this time we attempted to
celebrate our 100 Year Anniversary, however it got thwarted by weather, and we
were successful in celebrating in March. Highlighted some additional points
(attached report).
(d) Dave Stimpson – Seed Laboratory: Unlike last year, things are going quite well in
the office. The new hires are working out well. Samples will be about the same as
last year. The Purity department had two analysts retire/relocate. Two very good
analysts stayed on from the summer hires. The analyst supply in the PNW is pretty
slim, looking at partnerships to start working with trade schools and community
colleges to get some programs together. The Special Testing department is looking
at increasing the seed health testing for folks that are shipping their seeds
internationally.
VI. Election of Officers: Chris Day Volunteered to be Vice Chair. Bill Nominated Chris Day,
Drew seconded. Warren closed nominations. All in favor. Warren will serve as Committee
Representative for Board Meeting, Feb 13th.
VII. Next Meeting: Wednesday after Seed League at the Linn County Extension.
VIII. Adjourn: Bill motioned for adjournment, Drew seconded.

