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Members present: Brad Jeffreys, Bruce McKee, Brian Parker, Kevin Loe, Travis Feigner, Roger Ruckert, 
Mary Beth Menard, Les Gilmore, Jim Parsons, Larry Dean, Colin Scott, Andy Hulting, Nicole Anderson, 
Darrin Walenta, Reed Barker, Russ Karow, Dan Curry, Dennis Lundeen, Adriel Garay, Sandy Smith 
 
Guests present: Randy Black (Oregon Dept. of Agriculture); Dan Hemshorn (Seed Research of Oregon); 
Dan Walters (DLF - International Seeds); Sharon Davidson (Agri Seed Testing); Sabry Elias (OSU Seed 
Laboratory); Terry Burr (Oregon Seed Certification Service); Iraj Motazedian (OSCS); Barry Schrumpf 
(OSCS); Jeff McMorran (OSCS); John Zielinski (OSCS); Rachel Hankins (OSCS); Farhad Shafa (OSCS); 
Oscar Gutbrod (OSCS, retired) 
 
Call to Order and Introductions: Chairman Jeffreys called the meeting to order at 12:55 PM.  Those in 
attendance introduced themselves and stated their respective affiliations.  
 
Item 3: The Minutes of the 2011 Annual Meeting were approved as published (Gilmore/Loe).   
 
Item 4: Amend the Clover Standards per recommendation from the Clover Commission to address a 

finding of small broomrape (Orobanche minor) in certified fields.  
 
Nicole Anderson provided background information on the occurrence of small broomrape in clover fields 
and efforts by the Oregon Clover Commission to address this issue.  Randy Black provided information 
about the Small broomrape quarantine instituted by the Oregon Department of Agriculture (603-052-
1025) to prevent the spread of small broomrape within Oregon and to protect markets for Oregon seed 
crops.  The Clover Commission submitted a motion from their April 11, 2012 meeting, for consideration by 
the GLAC, to address a finding of small broomrape in certified fields.  After discussion, a motion passed 
(Barker/Parker) to amend the OSCS Crop Standards for all clovers to require an OSU Seed Lab 
Orobanche exam if small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection (requiring two separate 
samples from each seed lot to accommodate the necessary tests), and to add small broomrape to the 
prohibited weed seeds list. See footnotes 3 and 5 in the attached Red Clover Standards as an example of 
the recommendation applicable to all Clover standards. 
 
Item 5: Amend the Orchardgrass Seed Standards, changing the pure seed minimum from 90% to 92% 

and the inert matter maximum from 10% to 8%, contingent upon AOSA acceptance of a rule 
proposal eliminating the Orchardgrass factoring procedure. 

 
Dan Walters summarized discussions held by an industry group to consider removal of the factoring 
procedure for determining the pure seed percentage of an Orchardgrass seed lot. The discussion 
resulted in a rule proposal for consideration by the Association of Official Seed Analysts at its next annual 
meeting.  Dan Curry mentioned that the Oregon Orchardgrass Commission supported both the rule 
proposal and the proposed change to the certification standards if the AOSA rule is adopted.  A motion 
passed (Loe/Parker) to amend the pure seed minimum from 90% to 92% and the inert matter maximum 
from 10% to 8% in the Orchardgrass Seed Standards, contingent upon AOSA acceptance of the rule 
proposal.  If adopted by the Certification Board and AOSA, the amended Standards would take effect on 
July 1, 2013. 
 
Item 6: Amend the Perennial Ryegrass Seed Standards for the Foundation class, changing the 

maximum allowance of Annual ryegrass from 0.10% to 0.32% and total other crops from 0.20% 
to 0.42% 

 
Barry Schrumpf provided background information on this proposal and an explanation of the fluorescence 
test calculation .  While it appears that the current seed standard for the Foundation class (0.10%) was 
intended to allow some Annual ryegrass seed in a Foundation lot, finding one fluorescing seedling in the 
fluorescence test will result in a value of 0.25% and automatic disqualification of the seed lot.  To help 
resolve this apparent disagreement in the standards, a motion passed (Barker/Gilmore) to amend the 
Perennial Ryegrass Seed Standards for the Foundation class, changing the maximum allowance of 
Annual ryegrass from 0.10% to 0.32% and total other crops from 0.20% to 0.42%.  It was noted that the 
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Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies also adopted this revision to its Grass Standards at its 
recent annual meeting. 
 
Item 7: Amend the Fine Fescue Seed Standards, changing the maximum allowance of Group A weed 

seed in the Registered and Certified classes.  Split the Standards into related groupings.  
 
Barry Schrumpf explained that revisions were needed to the Fine Fescue Seed Standards to better reflect 
test calculations using 453.6 grams per pound in the weight conversions rather than 450 grams per 
pound.  The current maximums listed in the standards for the Group A weed seeds were based on 
calculations using 450 grams per pound for the weight conversions and using 453.6 grams per the 
current method could result in unintended disqualifications.  Barry also mentioned it was the intent of a 
past GLAC committee to split the standards for such a broad grouping as “fine fescue” into distinct or 
related species groupings1, and suggested the fine fescues could be grouped according to their field 
isolation requirements, ammonia test requirement and working weights for seed testing.  He presented 
standards for these groups with revised maximums for the Group A weed seeds based on the 453.6 g/lb 
weight conversion factor.  A motion passed (Parker/Barker) to accept the revisions as presented. 
 
Item 8: Other business:  Review seed standards for appropriate crop and weed values and amend as 

needed based on using 453.6 grams per pound as the sample weight conversion factor.  
(Submitted for discussion as a consequence of the issue raised in Item 7 regarding the 
conversion factor for calculating number per pound.) 

 
Barry Schrumpf noted that test calculations for reporting GROUP A weed seeds as number per pound, 
using 453.6 grams per pound in the weight conversions rather than 450 grams per pound, may exceed 
the current maximum allowance and disqualify the seed lot.  This is an unintended consequence from 
using a different conversion factor in the test calculation.  He suggested that the standards could be 
updated to the appropriate values with blanket approval from the GLAC committee and the Certification 
Board.  A motion passed (Parker/Loe) to have OSCS staff review the current certified Seed Standards 
for instances where the updated conversion factor may adversely affect the seed lot’s qualification, and 
revise the crop or weed standard accordingly. 
 
Item 9: Reports  
 
• OSU College of Agriculture / Crop and Soil Science Department Report:  Dr. Russ Karow, 
Department Head, provided an update on college and department activities. His report summarizing 
recent developments is included (CSS Update; December 8, 2012). 
 
• Oregon Seed Services Report:  Dan Curry provided an update on Seed Services activities including 
Foundation Seed Program, OSU Seed Laboratory and Oregon Seed Certification Service.  His report 
summarizing recent developments is included (OSU Seed Services Report: December 12, 2012).  He 
also presented Certificates of Appreciation to industry representatives for their service to the committee. 
 
• Oregon Department of Agriculture Report:  Randy Black updated the group on Commodity Inspection 
Division activities. 

 
Item 10: Mary Beth Menard, an OSA representative, volunteered to serve as vice-chair for the 2013 

annual meeting and was approved by the committee. 
 
Item 11: Mary Beth also volunteered to serve as the GLAC representative for the upcoming Certification 

Board meeting.  She will present GLAC recommendations for consideration by the Board. 
 
Item 12: By consensus, the next annual meeting of the committee will convene on the Wednesday 

following the 2013 Oregon Seed Growers League annual meeting.  

                                            
1 Publishing the OSCS Certification Standards separately by species, or closely related groupings, was approved by the 2006 
Grass and Legume Advisory Committee and subsequently ratified by the 2007 Certification Board. 
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The meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Smith, Secretary 
January 28, 2012 
 
Enclosures 
 List of Committee members, page 4 

Motions for consideration by the Certification Board, page 5 
Handouts presented at the GLAC meeting begin on page 6 
Proposed certification standards and revisions begin on page 14 

   
cc: Dan Arp, Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences, OSU 
 Larry Curtis, Associate Dean, College of Agricultural Sciences, OSU 
 Karl Dettwyler, President, Oregon Seed Growers League 
 Duane Klundt, President, Oregon Seed Trade Association 

Guests in attendance 
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Committee Members 
 

Name Affiliation Term 
Brad Jeffreys, Chair Oregon Seed Association 2012 
Bruce McKee, Vice-chair Oregon Seed Growers League 2012 
Brian Parker Oregon Seed Growers League 2012 
Kevin Loe Oregon Seed Growers League 2012 
Collin Crocker Oregon Seed Growers League 2013 
Travis Feigner Oregon Seed Growers League 2013 
Roger Ruckert Oregon Seed Growers League 2014 
Mary Beth Menard Oregon Seed Association  2012 
Mick McGregor Oregon Seed Association 2012 
Les Gilmore Oregon Seed Association 2013 
Jim Parsons Oregon Seed Association 2014 
Larry Dean Oregon Seed Association 2014 
Colin Scott Turfgrass Breeders Association 2014 
Andrew Hulting OSU Extension Service 

Weed Management Specialist 
Ex Officio 
Voting 

Nicole Anderson OSU Extension Service, Field Crops 
Washington, Yamhill & Polk Counties 

Ex Officio 
Voting 

Darrin Walenta OSU Extension Service, Field Crops 
Union, Baker & Wallowa Counties 

Ex Officio 
Voting 

Reed Barker 
 

OSU, Department of Crop and Soil Science 
Grass Genomics 

Appointment 
Voting 

Russ Karow OSU, Department of Crop and Soil Science 
Department Head  

Ex Officio 
Nonvoting 

Dan Curry OSU, Department of Crop and Soil Science 
Seed Services, Director 

Ex Officio 
Nonvoting 

Dennis Lundeen OSU Extension Service 
Oregon Seed Certification Service, Manager 

Ex Officio 
Nonvoting 

Adriel Garay OSU Seed Laboratory 
Manager 

Ex Officio 
Nonvoting 

Ron Pence Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Commodity Inspection Division 
Assistant Administrator 

Ex Officio 
Nonvoting 

Sandy Smith, Secretary 
 

OSU Extension Service 
Oregon Seed Certification Service  

Appointment 
Nonvoting 
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Motions recommended for approval by the Certification Board at its next annual meeting2 
February 12, 2013 

 
 

 
1. Amend all Clover Standards to address a finding of small broomrape (Orobanche minor) in 

certified fields.  The following amendments are recommended for all certification classes (inserted 
as footnotes to the seed standards for all clovers):   

a. If small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection, an OSU Seed Lab 
Orobanche exam is required.  Two samples are to be collected in separate containers:  
one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing; and  

b. List small broomrape as a prohibited weed in the seed standards. 
 

2. Amend the Orchardgrass Seed Standards for all certification classes, changing the pure seed 
minimum from 90% to 92% and the inert matter maximum from 10% to 8%, contingent upon 
AOSA acceptance of a rule proposal to eliminate the Orchardgrass factoring procedure. 

 
3. Amend the Perennial Ryegrass Seed Standards for the Foundation class, changing the maximum 

allowance of Annual ryegrass from 0.10% to 0.32% and total other crops from 0.20% to 0.42%.   
 

4. Amend the maximum allowance of Group A weed seed in the Registered and Certified classes 
for all fine fescues from 15 per pound, and publish the fine fescue standards according to closely 
related groups per their isolation requirements1.  The current maximum allowance for the Group 
A weed seed was based on using 450 grams per pound as the sample weight conversion value.  
This conversion value has since been revised to 453.6 grams per pound and the maximum 
allowance needs to be updated accordingly.  In addition, it is recommended to split the current 
Fine Fescue Standards into ones for Strong Creeping Red fescue; Chewings and Slender 
Creeping Red fescue; Hard, Sheep, Blue and Idaho Fescue; and Annual fescue if adopted by the 
Board.  Besides a change to the standards title, the only revision from the Fine Fescue Standards 
will be the maximum allowance of Group A weed seed per the sample weight conversion. 

 
5. Review all of the published OSCS seed standards and adjust crop and weed allowances as 

needed per use of the revised weight conversion value (453.6 grams per pound rather than 450 
g/lb). 

 

                                            
2 Complete editions of the affected certification standards are appended with the proposed amendments highlighted. 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Handbook (OSCS) are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Arrowleaf 
Clover standards. 

 
Varieties Certified:   Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 

Field History:  Land must not have grown or been seeded to any Arrowleaf clover during the previous five years to be eligible 
to produce Foundation seed nor during the previous three years to produce Registered seed. Land must not have grown or 
been seeded to Arrowleaf clover during the previous two years to be eligible to produce Certified seed, unless the crop was of 
the same variety and certified.  Arrowleaf clover must be planted in distinct rows. Exceptions must be approved by the Seed 
Certification Office prior to planting. 
 

Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection. The seedling application must be submitted within 60 days 
of planting and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of the year that seed is produced. 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum other 
varieties permitted1 

Isolation requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Registered3 0.2% 660 ft. 330 ft. 

Certified3 0.5% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 98.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.40% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 2.00% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.25% 0.25% 0.50% 

Weeds, Group A5, singly or combined None 30/lb. 45/lb. 

Germination (including hard seed) 85% 85% 85% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See Section IV D, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook, nor any Chess, St. Johnswort or Small 
broomrape allowed in any class of seed. 
5 Group A – Sheep sorrel, Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Bedstraw. 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Handbook (OSCS) are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Ball Clover 
standards. 

 
Varieties Certified:   Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 

Field History:  Land must not have grown or been seeded to any Ball clover during the previous five years to be eligible to 
produce Foundation seed nor during the previous three years to produce Registered seed. Land must not have grown or been 
seeded to Ball clover during the previous two years to be eligible to produce Certified seed, unless the crop was of the same 
variety and certified. Ball clover must be planted in distinct rows. Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office 
prior to planting. 
 
If Foundation seed is planted, one Registered seed crop and two Certified seed crops may be harvested. 
 
If Registered seed is planted, two consecutive Certified seed crops may be harvested. 
 

Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection. The seedling application must be submitted within 60 days 
of planting and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of the year that seed is produced. 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum other 
varieties permitted1 

Isolation requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Registered3 0.2% 660 ft. 330 ft. 

Certified3 0.5% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/4 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 98.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.40% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 2.00% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.25% 0.25% 0.50% 

Weeds, Group A5, singly  None 22/lb. 22/lb. 

Weeds, Group A4, combined None 67/lb. 67/lb. 

Germination (including hard seed) 85% 85% 85% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See Section IV D, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook, nor any St. Johnswort, Wild carrot, or 
Small broomrape allowed in any class of seed. 
5 Group A – Sheep sorrel, Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Bedstraw. 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Handbook (OSCS) are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Berseem 
Clover standards. 

 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 

Field History:  Land planted with Breeder seed to produce Foundation seed must be free of clover for at least six years (three 
of which have been cultivated). To produce Certified seed, land must have been free of Berseem clover for at least three years 
(the time interval may be shortened one year if one cultivated crop or clean fallow intervened). Berseem clover must be 
planted in distinct rows. Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection. The seedling application must be submitted within 60 days 
of planting  and a seed crop application must be submitted by June 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum other varieties permitted1 
Isolation requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Certified3 0.5% 330 ft. 165 ft. 

Between classes of same variety                                                                     10 feet 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 99.00% 99.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 

Inert matter, maximum 0.50% 0.50% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.10% 0.20% 

Weeds, Group A5, singly or combined 45/lb. 45/lb. 

Germination (including hard seed) 85% 85% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See Section IV D, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook, nor any St. Johnswort or Small 
broomrape allowed in any class of seed. 
5 Group A – Bedstraw, Buckhorn plantain, Dock, Sheep sorrel, Wild carrot, Giant bristlegrass (Foxtail) 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Crimson clover 
standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 
Field History:  Land must not have grown or been seeded to any Crimson Clover during the previous five years to be eligible 
to produce Foundation seed; during the previous three years to produce Registered seed.   Land must not have grown or been 
seeded to Crimson Clover during the previous two years to produce Certified seed, unless the crop was of the same variety 
and certified.  Crimson clover must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office 
prior to planting. 
 
If Foundation seed is planted, one Registered seed crop and two Certified seed crops may be harvested. 
 
If Registered seed is planted, two consecutive Certified seed crops may be harvested. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Registered3 0.2% 660 ft. 330 ft. 

Certified3 0.5% 330 ft. 165 ft. 

Between classes of same variety  10 ft. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 98.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.40% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 2.00% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.25% 0.25% 0.50% 

Weed seed, GROUP A5, singly or combined None 27/lb. 45/lb. 

Germination, including hard seed 85% 85% 85% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor any Chess, St. Johnswort, or Small broomrape allowed 
in any class of seed. 
5 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, Bedstraw, and Brassica spp. 

  CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
CRIMSON CLOVER 

(Trifolium incarnatum) 
Revised February 24, 1953 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Red Clover 
standards. 
 
Varieties Certified: Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 
Field History:  Land planted to Breeder seed to produce Foundation seed must be free of Red Clover for at least six years 
(three of which have been cultivated).  To plant Foundation seed to produce Registered or Certified seed, land must have 
been free of Red Clover for at least three years (the time interval may be shortened one year if one cultivated crop or clean 
fallow intervened).  Red clover must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office 
prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting and a seedling applications for fields planted between April 1 and July 1 must be filed within 15 days of 
planting and a seed crop application must be submitted by June 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Registered3 0.2% 660 ft. 330 ft. 

Certified3 0.5% 330 ft. 165 ft. 

Between classes of same variety  10 ft. 

Tetraploid and diploid varieties need only be isolated 15 ft. from each other 
 
Special Requirements: 
a.  A field of Red Clover may produce only two seed crops of any given generation. 
b.  Arlington, Florex, Florie, Prosper 1 -- there will be no harvest of Foundation seed in the seedling year. 
c.  Kenstar -- no seed will be produced for certification in the year of seeding. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 99.00% 99.00% 99.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.25% 

Sweet clover, maximum 9/lb. 45/lb. 90/lb. 

Inert matter, maximum 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 

Weed seed4 5, maximum 0.15% 0.15% 0.25% 

Weed seed, GROUP A6, singly or combined 45/lb. 45/lb. 45/lb. 

Germination, including hard seed 85% 85% 85% 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4 See section IX, D4 in the OSCS Handbook. 
5 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor any St. Johnswort or Small broomrape allowed in any 
class of seed. 
6 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, Wild carrot, Giant bristlegrass (Foxtail), and Bedstraw. 



CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Handbook (OSCS) are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Rose 
clover standards. 

 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 

Field History:  Land must not have grown or been seeded to any Rose clover during the previous five years to be eligible to 
produce Foundation seed; during the previous three years to produce Registered seed. Land must not have grown or been 
seeded to Rose clover during the previous two years to produce Certified seed, unless the crop was of the same variety and 
certified. Rose clover must be planted in distinct rows. Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to 
planting. 
 

Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection. The seedling application must be submitted within 60 days 
of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of the year in which seed is produced. 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum other varieties 
permitted1 

Isolation requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Registered3 0.2% 660 ft. 330 ft. 

Certified3 0.5% 330 ft. 165 ft. 

Between classes of same variety  10 feet 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 98.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.40% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 2. 00% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.25% 0.25% 0.50% 

Weeds, Group A5, singly or combined None 27/lb. 45/lb. 

Germination (including hard seed) 85% 85% 85% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See Section IV D, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook, nor any Chess, St. Johnswort, or Small 
broomrape allowed in any class of seed. 
5 Group A –Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 



CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
SUBTERRANEAN CLOVER 

(Trifolium subterraneum) 
Approved October 23, 1946 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Handbook (OSCS) are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified 
Subterranean clover standards. 

 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 
Field History:  Land must never have grown Subterranean clover to be eligible to produce Foundation seeds; five years free 
to produce Registered and Certified seed unless previous crop was of the same variety and certified. Subterranean clover 
must be planted in distinct rows. Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection. The seedling application must be submitted within 60 days 
of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
 

Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum other varieties 
permitted1 

Isolation requirements 

Distance adequate to prevent mechanical 
mixture necessary 

Foundation2 None 

Registered3 0.5% 

Certified3 1.0% 
 
Special Requirements:  Only one variety may be grown on a farm. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 97.00% 97.00% 97.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 1.00% 

Inert matter, maximum 3.00% 3.00% 3.00% 

Weed seed3, maximum 0.25% 0.25% 0.25% 

Weeds, Group A4, singly or combined 4/lb. 4/lb. 4/lb. 

Germination (including hard seed) 80% 80% 80% 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
3None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V, General Standards in the OSCS Handbook, nor any Bedstraw, St. Johnswort, or 
Small broomrape allowed in any class of seed. 
4 Group A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel. 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified White Clover 
standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 
Field History:  To produce Foundation seed, land must never have grown any White Clover; must have been five years free 
to produce Registered seed (three of those years cultivated); must have been three years free to produce Certified seed.  
(With Certified class, the time interval may be shortened one year if one cultivated row crop or clean fallow intervened).  White 
clover must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation3 None 1320 ft. 1320 ft. 

Registered3 0.2% 660 ft. 330 ft. 

Certified3 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 

Between classes of same variety  10 ft. 
. 
Special Requirements:  A Foundation and/or Registered field may produce only two successive seed crops following 
seeding, except that each may be reclassified to the next lower class after being harvested for two years.  A Certified field on 
which a stand of perennial plants is maintained may produce a maximum of four successive seed crops following seeding.  
Volunteer plants will be cause for rejection at the end of the second seed crop. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/4 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 98.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 
450 seeds of one crop or 

0.25% 0.25% 

Sweet Clover, maximum None 90/lb. 180/lb. 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 2.00% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.10% 0.30% 0.30% 

Weed seed, GROUP A5, singly None 23/lb. 23/lb. 

Weed seed, GROUP A4 combined None 69/lb. 69/lb. 

Germination, including hard seed 85% 85% 85% 
 
 

                                       
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 An OSU Seed Lab Orobanche exam is required if Small broomrape is found in a certification field inspection.  Two samples are to be 
submitted in separate containers:  one for the Orobanche exam, the other for standard purity and viability testing. 
4 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor any St. Johnswort, Wild carrot, or Small broomrape allowed in 
any class of seed. 
5 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
WHITE CLOVER 
(Trifolium repens) 

Revised February 10, 2009 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Orchardgrass 
standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook.  Hayking II has no 
Foundation generation. 
 
Field History:  To be eligible to produce Foundation seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any Orchardgrass 
during the previous five years.  Land must not have grown or been seeded to orchardgrass during the previous 18 months to 
produce Registered or Certified seed unless the previous crop was of the same variety, class and certified.  Orchardgrass 
must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation None 900 ft. 900 ft. 

Registered 0.5% 660 ft. 300 ft. 

Certified 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

*Pure seed, minimum 92.00%  90.00% 92.00%  90.00% 92.00%  90.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.10% 0.50% 

*Inert matter, maximum 8.00%  10.00% 8.00%  10.00% 8.00%  10.00% 

Weed seed3, maximum 0.30% 0.30% 0.30% 

Weed seed, GROUP A4, singly or combined None 15/lb. 45/lb. 

Germination, minimum 85% 85% 85% 
 
 
*This change in purity standards will take effect on July 1, 2013 only if accepted by the Certification Foundation 
Seed and Plant Materials Board at their annual meeting on February 12th, 2013 and if the Association of Official 
Seed Analysts (AOSA) Orchardgrass rule proposal “Eliminating the Orchardgrass factoring procedure” has been 
passed in May, 2013. 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort is allowed in any class of seed. 
4 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Perennial ryegrass 
standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 
Field History:  To produce Foundation or Registered seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any other variety of 
Perennial ryegrass or Intermediate ryegrass or Festulolium during the five previous years, for certified class two years applies 
unless of the same variety, class and certified.  Perennial Ryegrass must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be 
approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties 

Isolation Requirements1,2 
Less than 5 acres More than 5 acres 

Foundation None 900 ft. 900 ft. 
Registered 0.5% 660 ft. 300 ft. 
Certified 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 

 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound)  Acclaim, Agresso, Artal Bonita, Fantoom, Friend, Linn, Reveille, Sprinter, Taptoe 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Total ryegrass, minimum 99.00% 99.00% 99.00% 
Crops other than ryegrass, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.50% 
Annual ryegrass3, maximum 0.32% 1.00% 3.00% 
Total other crops incl. Annual ryegrass, maximum 0.42% 1.25% 3.50% 
Inert matter, maximum 1.00% 1.00% 1.00% 
Weed seed4, maximum 0.15% 0.30% 0.50% 
Weed seed, GROUP A5 singly or combined None 45/lb. 45/lb. 
Germination, minimum 90% 90% 90% 
Germination, minimum Linn 85% 85% 85% 
Ploidy test, minimum6 100% 99% 95% 

                                                
1 This distance must be maintained from all varieties of Ryegrass (Annual, Intermediate, and Perennial), Meadow fescue  and 
Festulolium of the same ploidy level.  Isolation between diploids and tetraploids shall be no less than 15 feet.  See section IV, D in the 
OSCS Handbook. 
2 Foundation and Registered fields of Perennial ryegrass must be isolated 300 ft. from tall fescue. Border removal is allowed for fields 
over five acres.  See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook. 
3 See section IX, D5 in the OSCS Handbook. 
4 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort allowed in any class of seed. 
5 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 
6 Ploidy Test: Is a test required to establish the incidence of diploid ryegrass in all tetraploid ryegrass varieties and assists in 
determining certification eligibility.  A ploidy test should be requested at the time of sampling.  Only varieties described as tetraploid 
must be tested, those described as diploid or those of ‘unknown’ ploidy need not be tested. 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
PERENNIAL RYEGRASS 

(Lolium perenne) 
Revised February 14, 2012 
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Seed Standards:  All other varieties not listed as requiring 99% pure seed 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Total ryegrass, minimum 97.00% 97.00% 97.00% 
Crops other than ryegrass, maximum 0.10% 0.25% 0.50% 
Annual ryegrass1, maximum 0.32% 1.00% 3.00% 
Total other crops incl. Annual ryegrass, maximum 0.42% 1.25% 3.50% 
Inert matter, maximum 3.00% 3.00% 3.00% 
Weed seed2, maximum 0.15% 0.30% 0.50% 
Weed seed, GROUP A3 singly or combined None 45/lb. 45/lb. 
Germination, minimum 90% 90% 90% 
Germination, minimum – 1GSquared, 246, All*Star, Americus, 
Applaud II, Apple GL, Aubisque, Barvestra, Belle, Birdie, Birdie II, 
Blazer, Blazer II, Blazer III, Blazer 4, Brightstar, Brightstar II, 
Brightstar SLT, Cabo II, Caliente, Calypso III, Casper, Catalina, 
Catalina II, Chaparral, Charger, Charger II, CIS-MBH, Citation, 
Citation II, Citation III, Citation Fore, Confetti, Confetti 2, Crown, 
Cutter, Cutter II, Dandy, Dasher, Dasher II, Dasher 3, Delray, Derby, 
Edge, Edge II, Equal, Express, Express II, Fiesta, Fiesta II, Fiesta 3, 
Fiesta 4, Frontier, Game, Gator, Goalie, Grand Slam, Grand Slam 2, 
Gray Fox, Gray Goose, Gray Star, Harrier, Hawkeye, Hawkeye II, 
Headstart, Headstart 2, Home Run,  Imagine, Integra II, IS-PR 235 
(Kokomo II), IS-PR 409, Jazz, Jiffie II, La Quinta, Legacy, Lindsay, 
Lowgrow, Lowgrow II, Mach 1, Manhattan 3, Manhattan 4, Navajo, 
Omega II, Omega 3, Omni, Pageant, Palace, Passport, Pavilion, 
Pearl, Pearl II, Penguin, Penguin 2, Pennant, Pennfine, Peregrine, PR 
8821, Premier, Primary, Provocative, Quicksilver, Quickstart, Quick 
Trans, Racer, Racer 2, Regal, Roadrunner, Salinas, Saturn II, Seville 
3, Slugger, Soprano, SR 4000, SR 4010, SR 4100, SR 4200, SR 
4220, SR 4300, SR 4330, SR 4420, SR 4500, SR 4550, SR 4600, 
Stellar GL, Sunshine, Sunshine 2, T3, Top Hat, Whistler, Wind Dance 
2, Zoom 

85% 85% 85% 

Ploidy test, minimum4 100% 99% 95% 
 

                                                
1 See section IX, D5 in the OSCS Handbook. 
2 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort allowed in any class of seed. 
3 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel and Bedstraw. 
4 Ploidy Test: Is a test required to establish the incidence of diploid ryegrass in all tetraploid ryegrass varieties and assists in 
determining certification eligibility.  A ploidy test should be requested at the time of sampling.  Only varieties described as tetraploid 
must be tested, those described as diploid or those of ‘unknown’ ploidy need not be tested. 
 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
PERENNIAL RYEGRASS 

(Lolium perenne) 
Revised February 14, 2012 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Anuual fescue 
standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook 
 
Field History:  To be eligible to produce Foundation seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any Fine fescue 
species (Chewings, Red, Hard, Sheep, Blue, Idaho, Annual) species during the previous five years.  Land must not have 
grown or been seeded to these grasses during the previous 18 months to produce Registered or Certified seed unless the 
previous crop was of the same variety and class, and certified.  Fine fescue must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must 
be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 
acres 

Foundation None 900 ft. 900 ft. 

Registered 0.5% 660 ft. 300 ft. 

Certified 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 

Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 97.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.10% 0.25% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 3.00% 

Weed seed3, maximum 0.10% 0.30% 0.30% 

Weed seed, GROUP A4, singly or combined None 31/lb. 31/lb. 

Germination 85% 85% 85% 

Germination, Wintergreen 80% 80% 80% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook.  Isolation is required between varieties of Annual, slender creeping red, Chewings, Hard 
and Sheep fescue. 
3 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort allowed in any class of seed. 
4 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
ANNUAL FESCUE 

Vulpia myuros) 
 

2012 Grass & Legume Advisory Committee 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Hard, Sheep, Blue 
and Idaho fescue standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook. 
 
Field History:  To be eligible to produce Foundation seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any Fine fescue 
species (Chewings, Red, Hard, Sheep, Blue, Idaho, Annual) species during the previous five years.  Land must not have 
grown or been seeded to these grasses during the previous 18 months to produce Registered or Certified seed unless the 
previous crop was of the same variety and class, and certified.  Fine fescue must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must 
be approved by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 
acres 

Foundation None 900 ft. 900 ft. 

Registered 0.5% 660 ft. 300 ft. 

Certified 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 
Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 97.00% 

Other crops3, maximum 0.10% 0.10% 0.25% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 3.00% 

Weed seed4, maximum 0.10% 0.30% 0.30% 

Weed seed, GROUP A5, singly or combined None 23/lb. 23/lb. 

 Only in Idaho fescue None 16/lb. 16/lb. 

Germination 85% 85% 85% 

Germination, Wintergreen 80% 80% 80% 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook.  Isolation is required between varieties of Hard, Sheep, Blue and Idaho fescue, and 
between varieties of Hard or Sheep fescue and varieties of Annual fescue.  Isolation is not required between varieties in the Hard –
Sheep – Blue - Idaho fescue group adjacent to varieties in the Red fescue - Chewings fescue group.  
3 See section IX, D3 in the OSCS Handbook. The ammonia test is done automatically on all certified seed lots of Hard, Sheep, Blue 
and Idaho fescue to determine the presence of yellow fluorescing Red and Chewings fescue; tolerances are:  Foundation, zero 
yellow; Registered, one yellow; Certified, 2% yellow, where % yellow = # yellow � (# yellow + # green) x 100. 
4 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort allowed in any class of seed. 
5 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
HARD, SHEEP, BLUE & IDAHO FESCUE 

(Festuca trachyphylla, Festuca ovina, Festuca ovina 
subsp. glauca, Festuca idahoensis,) 

 
2012 Grass & Legume Advisory Committee 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified Chewings and 
slender creeping red fescue (42 chromosomes) standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook.  
 
Field History:  To be eligible to produce Foundation seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any Fine fescue 
species (Chewings, Red, Hard, Sheep, Blue, Idaho, Annual) during the previous five years.  Land must not have grown or 
been seeded to these grasses during the previous 18 months to produce Registered or Certified seed unless the previous crop 
was of the same variety and class, and certified.  Fine fescue must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be approved 
by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 
acres 

Foundation None 900 ft. 900 ft. 

Registered 0.5% 660 ft. 300 ft. 

Certified 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 

Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 97.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.10% 0.25% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 3.00% 

Weed seed3, maximum 0.10% 0.30% 0.30% 

Weed seed, GROUP A4, singly or combined None 16/lb. 16/lb. 

Germination 85% 85% 85% 

Germination, Wintergreen 80% 80% 80% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook.  Isolation is required between varieties of Chewings, slender creeping red fescue, and 
Annual fescue. Isolation is not required between Red fescue varieties having 56 chromosomes (strong creeping) and those having 42 
chromosomes (including Chewings) where satisfactory documentary evidence of each variety’s ploidy is accepted. Experimental, and 
OECD varieties for which an authentic sample has not been provided, will continue to require isolation distances for cross-pollinating 
varieties. Forty-two chromosome Red fescue varieties (slender creeping) include, but may not be limited to: Count, Dawson, Marker, 
Rainier, Seabreeze, Seabreeze GT, SeaLink. Isolation is not required between varieties in the Chewings - slender creeping red 
fescue group and varieties in the Hard – Sheep – Blue - Idaho fescue group.   
3 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort allowed in any class of seed. 
4 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
CHEWINGS and SLENDER CREEPING RED 

FESCUE 
Festuca rubra subspecies. fallax, and  rubra 

 
2012 Grass & Legume Advisory Committee 
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Certification Standards:  The general standards for seed certification found in the Oregon Seed Certification Service (OSCS) 
Handbook are basic to all crops, and together with the following specific regulations constitute the certified strong creeping red  
fescue (56 chromosomes) standards. 
 
Varieties Certified:  Varieties and classes eligible for planting may be found in the OSCS Handbook.  
 
Field History:  To be eligible to produce Foundation seed, land must not have grown or been seeded to any Fine fescue 
species (Chewings, Red, Hard, Sheep, Blue, Idaho, Annual) during the previous five years.  Land must not have grown or 
been seeded to these grasses during the previous 18 months to produce Registered or Certified seed unless the previous crop 
was of the same variety and class, and certified.  Fine fescue must be planted in distinct rows.  Exceptions must be approved 
by the Seed Certification Office prior to planting. 
 
Field Inspections:  Include a seedling and a seed crop inspection.  The seedling application must be submitted within 60 
days of planting, and a seed crop application must be submitted by April 15 of each year in which seed is produced. 
 
Field Standards: 

Class of seed produced Maximum permitted 
Other Varieties1 

Isolation Requirements2 

Less than 5 acres More than 5 
acres 

Foundation None 900 ft. 900 ft. 

Registered 0.5% 660 ft. 300 ft. 

Certified 1.0% 330 ft. 165 ft. 
 

Seed Standards:  (Minimum Sample Size – 1/2 Pound) 

Factor Foundation 
(White tag) 

Registered 
(Purple tag) 

Certified 
(Blue tag) 

Pure seed, minimum 98.00% 98.00% 97.00% 

Other crops, maximum 0.10% 0.10% 0.25% 

Inert matter, maximum 2.00% 2.00% 3.00% 

Weed seed3, maximum 0.10% 0.30% 0.30% 

Weed seed, GROUP A4, singly or combined None 16/lb. 16/lb. 

Germination 85% 85% 85% 

Germination, Wintergreen 80% 80% 80% 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 Includes off-type plants. 
2 See section IV, D in the OSCS Handbook.  Isolation is required between varieties of strong creeping red fescue. No isolation is 
required between Red fescue varieties having 56 chromosomes and those having 42 chromosomes (including Chewings) where 
satisfactory documentary evidence of each variety’s ploidy is accepted. Experimental, and OECD varieties for which an authentic 
sample has not been provided, will continue to require isolation distances for cross-pollinating varieties. Isolation is not required 
between strong creeping red fescue varieties and varieties of Hard, Sheep, Blue, Idaho or Annual fescue.   
3 None of the prohibited weeds listed in section V in the OSCS Handbook, nor St. Johnswort allowed in any class of seed. 
4 GROUP A – Buckhorn plantain, Docks, Sheep sorrel, and Bedstraw. 

CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
STRONG CREEPING RED FESCUE 

Festuca rubra subsp. rubra 
 

2012 Grass & Legume Advisory Committee 
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