
Minutes of the 2023 Cereals Advisory Committee 
(CAC) 

to the Certification, Foundation Seed and Plant Materials Board 
Monday, November 6th, 2023  

Remote Teleconferencing 
 
 

Present: Curt Howell (Chair); Bob Zielinski (Vice Chair); Brandon Bishop, Matt Insko, 
Kurt Farris, Brian Haverkamp, Larry Lutcher, Ryan Graebner, Dr. Margaret Krause, 
Elizabeth Savory, Thomas Chastain, Dan Curry, Darrin Wilanta, Craig Agidius, Terry 
Burr, Aaron Jeschke, Tami Brown, John Zielinski, Andrew Altishin, Alex Albion. 
 
 
Call to order and introductions. 
 
Meeting was called to Order at 10:00 am. Curt Howell welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and asked members to introduce themselves. 
 
Item 1. Changes/additions to the agenda.  
 
No additions or amendments were made. 
 
Item 2. Minutes of the 2022 CAC Meeting. 
 
Minutes from the 2022 meeting, as posted on the OSCS website, were approved.   
 
Item 3. Certification Board actions regarding CAC 2023 recommendations. 
 
Action Item: Corn Standard changes from the Corn Sub-Committee 
One action item was produced from the corn sub-committee. This item was to change and add 
verbiage to the Corn Standards Handbook surrounding male sterile inbreds and how to address 
the presence of visible pollen on male sterile plants during field inspections. 
 
Item 4. Cereal Variety Advisory Committee (CVAC) Update.  

Kurt Farris informed the group that the CVAC has been meeting over email and zoom 
the last few years. Minutes from the CVAC meeting were provided to the group and 
directed to read through the provided materials. No questions were asked. These 
minutes can be found on Appendix 1A. 

Item 5. Report from the Corn Sub-Committee.  

A representative from the Corn Sub-Committee meeting presented an overview report 
for corn in 2023 and shared the topics discussed in the corn sub-committee. This sub-
committee was planning on meeting again via zoom or email to discuss a possible 
standard change. On January 15, 2024 an email with the proposed standard change 



was sent out to be voted on. The proposed action item was to change and add verbiage 
to the Corn Standards Handbook surrounding male sterile inbreds and how to address 
the presence of visible pollen on male sterile plants during field inspections. Via email 
this was voted on and passed. Appendix 2A 

Item 6. Small Grain Sign Up Procedure 

Curt Howell asked Oregon Seed Certification Services why our current small grain sign 
up procedure required two steps. The claims were that this system can be difficult and 
confusing for growers. The manager of OSCS gave a brief explanation that the system 
that is currently in place, is due to some OSU policies on how we can receive and 
refund money. The group didn’t have any discussion on this topic after the update from 
OSCS. 

Item 7. By-Law Update Meeting Information 

A member proposed the idea that the CAC should meet in person at least once every 
other year with a location somewhere along the I-84 corridor. Some members voiced 
concerns that some years things just come up; which make having a meeting in person 
difficult. The committee decided to leave the current by-laws as they are.  

Item 8. Small Grains Certification Year in Review.  

John Zielinski gave a brief update on the 2023 small grain inspection season. Acres 
signed up this year were 24,945 with 86 seedling inspections. OSCS had a slight 
increase of 305 acres signed up for crop inspection from 2022. John provided a final 
determination for cereal fields in Certification for 2023, providing the number of fields 
that passed, were withdrawn, rejected, and the reasons why. Appendix 3A 

Item 11. Elections. 

A dealer nominee is needed. A motion was made to nominate Brandon Bishop as Vice- 
Chair for the 2025 CAC. The motion passed unanimously. Kurt Farris agreed to 
continue to be the representative to the CVAC. 

Item 12. Reports.  

Dan Curry gave an OSU Seed Services update; which discussed the continued project 
of seed stock of Gulf annual ryegrass and seed stock Kentucky 31 tall fescue. Also 
shared was that an ISTA sub-committee is working on a PCR test to distinguish 
differences between annual and perennial ryegrass. Appendix 4A 

The manager of OSCS Andrew Altishin gave an update on this year’s acres; which can 
be found in this year’s Oregon Certification Activity Summary. Also, some details on 
new hires and changing positions in different programs at OSCS. Altishin did mention 



that a fee increase is coming at some point for late signed up fields, but no hard-set 
dates have been made. Appendix 5A 

Dave Stimpson the OSU Seed Lab manager was unable to attend, but did provide a 
print out. The committee looked at this handout individually. Appendix 6A 

Elizabeth Savory gave an update from ODA. Some of the topics discussed were export 
statistics, Karnal Bunt data, and phytosanitary certificate data. Also, an update on ODA 
moving locations was discussed. Appendix 7A 

Aaron Jeschke the manager of Washington State Crop Improvement Association 
provided a short report. Information on production, staffing, and 2023 sales were 
provided in his handout. Appendix 8A 

Thomas Chastain gave an OSU update; which had information about open positions 
and filled position with the College of Crop and Soil Sciences and the College of 
Agricultural Sciences. Chastain also introduced the new cereal breeder Dr. Margaret 
Krause during his update. Appendix 9A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  



Appendix 1A 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2A 
 

 
 

 
Oregon Seed Certification Service 

31 Crop Science Bldg., 
Corvallis, Oregon 97331 

T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 
Web: seedcert.oregonstate.edu 

Email: corn-info@oregonstate.edu 

 

 

 
 
 
Corn Program Overview 
 
 
Program Year: 2023 

• 2,649 Total Acres (6.2% decrease from 2022) 
• 3 Growers 
• 259 Oregon Fields (7.5% decrease from 2022) 
• 243 Foundation Class (4.7% decrease from 2022) 
• 16 Certified Class (36% decrease from 2022) 

 
Hiring/Training of Staff 

• Average field assignments range 50-60 fields/inspector for the season 
• 5 inspectors – 2 in Milton-Freewater, 3 in Hermiston/Boardman 
• Hire local employees – knowledge of area 
• State issued vehicles provided 
• Training workshop/meeting mid-June 

o In-field training continues when season begins July 1 
o Training continues as needed through the summer 

 
Field Inspections 

• Each field is inspected at least 4 times 
• One isolation inspection prior to pollination (locate field, purity of plant type, contamination checks), and a 

minimum of 3 inspections during pollination 
• Acreage determines number of counts per inspection (1 count = 50 plants; 50 m/f if Hybrid) 
• Counts performed at three increments of silk presence during pollination (5-15%, 16-65%, >66%) 
• Intensive timing; time between inspections can greatly vary due to variety, weather/field conditions, and inputs but 

averages one inspection every 2-3 days. 
• Field information is available online to ensure all fields are signed up and confirm they have been inspected 

 
Seed Movement 

• Ear inspections are required for Foundation corn single crosses and inbred lines (inspect corn ears for off-colored 
or different textured kernels) 

• Starts end-August going through end-October – 6 days a week 
• Transfers Pending Final Certification are required to maintain certification; use eCertification site to print transfers 
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Oregon	Seed	Certification	Service	
	

2023	Small	Grain	Season	Summary	As	of		
	
	
Total	Small	Grain	Acres	Signed	up	for	Crop	Inspections	in	2023	were	24,945	Acres	
	
2023	Crop	inspections	started	on	07/03/2023	
	
				86	Seedling	Inspections	and	of	those:	
	
	 				80					Passed	
	
	 								6					Passed	on	Condition	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:	 Inadequate	Seed	Source	Documentation,	Variety	unlisted	
			
	262	Crop	Inspections	and	of	those:	
	
	 			223			Passed	
	
	 	 						4			Fields	Withdrawn	or	Removed	as	per	grower	request	prior	to	crop	inspection	
					 	 								
	 	 				35			Fields	were	rejected	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:										by	Growers	Request	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Excessive	other	variety’s	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Payment	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Rejected	due	to	unresolved	issues	with	the	initial	field	application	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Not	signed	up	for	re-inspection	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Field	harvested	before	Crop	Inspection	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	
	
Fields	with	specified	contaminants:	
*Prohibited	weeds	
	
61	 Prickly	Lettuce	 16		 Barnyardgrass	 	6	 Wild	Carrot	
60	 Cheatgrass	 	15	 Salsify	 6	 Annual	ryegrass	
24	 Field	Bindweed*	 	14	 Mustard	 6	 Dog	Fennel	
24	 Russian-thistle	 14	 Quackgrass*	 				3	 Brome	
24	 Kochia	 12	 Greed	Foxtail	 3	 Medusahead	rye*	
22	 Redroot	Pigweed	 10	 Witchgrass	 3	 Perennial	ryegrass	
21	 Canada	thistle*	 10	 Wild	Oat	 1	 Bedstraw	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



 

Summary of Small Grain Inspections 
1995 - 2023 

 
 

Year Total Acres signed up 
for Crop Inspection 

Total Number of Fields Signed 
up for Seedling Inspection 

Total Number of Fields 
Signed up for Crop 

Inspection 
1995 11,814 * * 
1996 10,304 * * 
1997 10,159 * * 
1998 8,803 * * 
1999 9,138 * * 
2000 8,524 * * 
2001 8,165 12 158 
2002 12,589 24 228 
2003 14,209 45 268 
2004 15,106 60 264 
2005 14,705 62 237 
2006 13,742 66 232 
2007 14,521 43 226 
2008 17,914 47 309 
2009 21,341 61 317 
2010 21,115 62 362 
2011 23,690 76 358 
2012 19,853 83 353 
2013 25,639 85 405 
2014 25,722 85 393 
2015 28,215 71 411 
2016 27,630 79 378 
2017 23,890 134 371 
2018 25,743 130 298 
2019 24,829 122 357 
2020 23,893 79 352 
2021 22,890 61 308 
2022 24,640 96 287 
2023 24,945 80 262 
2024    
2025    

 
* Information not available 
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Seed Services Update 
November 6, 2023 

 
A team of Certification specialists and other seed industry professionals increased a small 
amount of Gulf annual ryegrass to 50 lbs. of breeder seed. The Oregon Ryegrass Commission 
hired a seed stock grower last year in Washington to grow two acres of Foundation Gulf.  Six 
hundred pounds of clean seed was harvested this year and passed with Foundation tags. The 
seed will be stored in an Oregon warehouse and will be distributed as needed. 
 
The Tall Fescue Commission hired the same Washington grower to raise two acres of 
Foundation Kentucky 31 for two seasons. A little over six hundred pounds of clean seed will be 
shipped to Oregon and tagged at the Foundation level. The Tall Fescue commission has a 
subcommittee that will distribute the seed to Oregon growers.  
 
An ISTA sub-committee is working on developing a PCR test that would distinguish the 
difference between annual and perennial ryegrass. Multiple primers have been sent to four 
labs, including the OSU Seed Lab so that one primer will be chosen. Once the best primer and 
technique have been developed, they will be shared with some international seed labs, to test 
the efficacy of the primer. It is hoped that a protocol using the new primer will be approved by 
both AOSA and ISTA to distinguish between annual and perennial ryegrass. 
 
A team of researchers have been assembled to use computer vision, neural networks, and 
robotics to develop a prototype machine that could be used to sort off-type seed from pure 
grass seed. Two grants will support the work of the multi-disciplinary team for the next couple 
of years.   
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Andrew Altishin 
Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Oregon State University, 31 Crop Science Bldg., Corvallis, Oregon 97331 
T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 | andrew.altishin@oregonstate.edu 

 
 

Agriculture, Family and Community Development, 4-H Youth, Forestry, Energy and Extension Sea Grant Programs, 
Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture and Oregon Counties cooperating. The 
Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

 

 
 
 

2023 Year in Review 
 

Total Acres Certified of all Crops – 201,546 (-6.5%) 
Total Acres of Grass Crops Certified – 160,954 (-9.7%) 

Tall fescue – 91,875 (-9.6%) 
Perennial ryegrass – 28,917 (-17.3%) 

K. Bluegrass – 9,194 (-9.4%) 
Annual ryegrass – 6,932 (-11.8%) 
Chewings fescue – 5,743 (-1.6%) 

Total Acres of Small Grains Certified – 21,943 (3.2%) 
Wheat – 20,772 (5.2%) 
Barley – 495 (-11.3%) 

Oat – 424 (30.5%) 
Triticale – 108 (-71.9%) 
Club wheat – 0 (-100%) 

Red oat – 144 (5.9%) 
Cereal rye – 0 (nc) 

Total Acres of Legumes Certified – 4,196 (-18.5%) 
Red clover – 2,881  (-20.9%) 
Crimson clover – 46 (-85.6%) 

Total Acres of Misc. Other Crops Certified – 14,453 (34.9%) 
Radish – 1,824 (95.1%) 

Hybrid Canola – 3,673 (100%) 
Total Acres of Potatoes Certified – 3,277 (6.3%) 

Total Acres of PVG Certified – 155 (44.9%) 
Sunflowers – 2,555 (21%) 

Total Acres of Corn – 2,649 (-6.2%) 
Active Warehouses in 2023 - 179 

Active Growers in 2023 - 608 
 
 
Updates  
 

- Jeff Mc Morran retiring 
- Chris Wallace retiring 
- Brenda Allison – Yamhill, Polk and Washington Co. sampler 
- Karen Courtney – Union/Umatilla sampler 
- Programmer/Analyst 



 
 

 

Andrew Altishin 
Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Oregon State University, 31 Crop Science Bldg., Corvallis, Oregon 97331 
T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 | andrew.altishin@oregonstate.edu 

 
 

Agriculture, Family and Community Development, 4-H Youth, Forestry, Energy and Extension Sea Grant Programs, 
Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture and Oregon Counties cooperating. The 
Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

 

 

OSCS Staffing 

- 3 Administrative staff 
- 2 Information Technology Staff 
- 6 Seed Certification Specialists 
- 3  Part-time/seasonal Seed Certification Specialists 
- 6 Seed Certification Samplers 
- 1 Manager and Seed Certification Specialist 
- Various part-time student employees (office and potato greenhouse) 
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November 6, 2023 | Oregon Department of Agriculture Seed Regulatory Program  
 

1 

Cereals Advisory Committee Update 
November 6, 2023 
 
Seed Regulatory Program Updates 
Export Statistics  

• Please see attached.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karnal Bunt Survey  

• Twenty samples from Gilliam (3), 
Linn (1), Morrow (8), Sherman 
(6), and Union (2) counties were 
tested for the causal agent of 
karnal bunt, Tilletia indica.  
Samples were sent to the USDA 
APHIS PPQ lab in Arizona for 
testing. None of the samples 
collected in Oregon tested 
positive for karnal bunt in 2023, 
or since the survey work started 
in 2004. 
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