
Minutes of the 2022 Cereals Advisory Committee 
(CAC) 

to the Certification, Foundation Seed and Plant Materials Board 
Tuesday, December 12th, 2022  

Remote Teleconferencing 
 
 

Present: Mindy Duerst, Ioka Farms, Chair; Cristina Gallaga; Bob Zielinski, Grower; 
Elizabeth Savory, ODA; Thomas Chastain, OSU Department Head, Dan Curry, OSU 
Seed Services, Brandon Bishop, Ioka Farms; David Stimpson, Seed Lab Manager;   
Andrew Altishin, Alex Albion, Craig Agidius, Tami Brown, John Zielinski, OSU Seed 
Certification Service. 
 
 
 
Call to order and introductions. 
 
Meeting was called to Order at 10:04 am. Mindy Duerst welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. Duerst proceeded to have members do introductions.  
 
Item 1. Changes/additions to the agenda.  
 
No additions or amendments were made. 
 
Item 2. Minutes of the 2021 CAC Meeting. 
 
Minutes from the 2021 meeting, as posted on the OSCS website, were approved.   
 
Item 3. Certification Board actions regarding CAC 2022 recommendations. 
 
No action items were brought to the board. 

 
Item 4. Cereal Variety Advisory Committee (CVAC) Update. 	

Kurt Farris provided his meeting minutes from the CVAC meeting. Farris was unable to 
attend the meeting, but did ask to have it mentioned that the variety release proposal for 
Lontra by Pat Hayes has passed and is on to the next level. The group was instructed if 
they wanted more information that the report was available to read in this year’s CAC 
packet. This report is available as Appendix 1A.  

Item 5. Report from the Corn Sub-Committee.  

Cristina Gallaga presented a report and shared the topics discussed in the corn sub-
committee. No action items were moved upon in this year’s meeting. Appendix 2A 



Item 6. Small Grains Certification Year in Review. 

John Zielinski gave a brief update on the 2022 small grain inspection season. Acres 
signed up were 24,640 with 96 seedling inspections. OSCS had a slight increase of 
1,750 acres signed up for crop inspection from 2021. John provided a final 
determination for cereal fields in certification for 2022, providing the number of fields 
that were passed, withdrawn, or rejected, and the reasons why. Appendix 3A 

Item 7. Elections. 

A producer nominee was needed. A motion was made to nominate Bob Zielinski as 
Vice- Chair for the 2023 CAC. The motion passed unanimously.  

Item 8. Reports.  

Dan Curry gave an update on the breeder Gulf annual ryegrass project that has been 
going on for the last couple years. 50 lbs of breeder seed has now been produced with 
the goal to create foundation class that will be available to growers in Oregon. An ISTA 
sub-committee is working on creating a PCR test that will distinguish between perennial 
and annual ryegrass. Appendix 4A 

Thomas Chastain gave an update on current open and filled positions at OSU. 
Appendix 5A 

The manager of OSCS Andrew Altishin gave an update on this year’s acres; which can 
also be found in this year’s Oregon Certification Activity Summary. Also, some details 
on new hires and changing positions in different programs at OSCS. Appendix 6A 

Dave Stimpson the Seed Lab manager gave a report on how the seed lab has been 
running this past year. Stimpson discussed the difficulty of finding employees and some 
of the ways the Seed Lab is trying to solve that issue. Reports showing sample numbers 
and the results from a ploidy referee were provided and can be found in Appendix 7A  

Elizabeth Savory gave an update from ODA. Some of the topics discussed were correct 
labeling for treated seed, Karnal Bunt data, and how seed exports have slowed. All 
these reports and the correct labeling requirements can be found in Appendix 8A 

Aaron Jeschke the manager of Washington State Crop Improvement Association 
provided a short report. Information on production, staffing, and 2022 sales were 
provided in his handout. Appendix 9A 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 1A 

 December 5, 2022 

 

Cereal Variety Advisory Committee (CVAC) Report 

By: Kurt Farris 

 

There were three items for business in this committee for 2022.  The committee continues to operate by 
Zoom and email votes and will likely continue in this fashion. 

 

Item 1:  Bob Zemetra proposed the release of OR2130755 under the potential names of “Quixte” or 
“Nimbus”. It is a common soft white winter wheat developed by OSU with stripe rust resistance and 
strawbreaker foot rot. It has an early heading date, is a tall semi-dwarf and selected specifically for 
production in low rainfall areas. It was submitted with PVP Title 5 allowing the sale of Foundation, 
registered, and Certified classes. It will also have a royalty associated with the sale of Certified seed at 
$0.02/lb. 

This proposal was passed by the committee and sent on to the OSU Variety Release Committee. 

 

Item 2:  Bob Zemetra proposed the release of OR2120118H under the name “Millie” which had been 
cleared through USDA. It is a common hard white winter wheat developed by OSU with good stripe rust 
resistance and proposed for release based on yield potential, disease resistance, and adaptation to 
Oregon, Washing, and Idaho growing conditions. It is intended to provide an option to wheat producers 
across all precipitation zones in the Pacific Northwest to produce hard white winter wheat since it has 
the straw strength and height to be produced under high rainfall/irrigation if adequate fertilizer is 
applied to meet protein standards. It was submitted with PVP Title 5 allowing the sale of Foundation, 
Registered, and Certified classes. It will also have a royalty associated with the sale at $0.025/lb. 

This proposal was passed by the committee and sent on to the OSU Variety Release Committee. 

 

Item 3:  Pat Hayes proposed the release of malting barley DH142010 under the name “Lontra”. Pat 
explained that, “the development and release of malting barley varieties geared towards the craft 
malting and brewing industries offers an alternative to the traditional malting barley assessment 
pipeline established by organizations such as American Malting Barley Association (AMBA). As the craft 
industries grow, they seek opportunities for market differentiation and have actively encouraged barley 
breeders to develop lines more suitable for their products (Brewers Association, 2014)”. Lontra was 
evaluated in multiple environments but has performed particularly well in the Klamath Basin on the 
Oregon and California border. 
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Oregon Seed Certification Service 

31 Crop Science Bldg., 
Corvallis, Oregon 97331 

T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 
Web: seedcert.oregonstate.edu 

Email: corn-info@oregonstate.edu 

 

 

 
 
 
Corn Program Overview 
 
 
Program Year: 2022 

• 2,825 Total Acres (11.5% increase from 2021) 
• 3 Growers 
• 280 Oregon Fields (8% increase from 2021) 
• 255 Foundation Class 
• 25 Certified Class 

 
Hiring/Training of Staff 

• Average field assignments range 50-60 fields/inspector for the season 
• 4 inspectors – 2 in Milton-Freewater, 2 in Hermiston/Boardman 
• Hire local employees – knowledge of area 
• Must use own vehicles 
• Training workshop/meeting mid-June 

o In-field training continues when season begins July 1 
o Training continues as needed through the summer 

 
Field Inspections 

• Each field is inspected at least 4 times 
• One isolation inspection prior to pollination (locate field, purity of plant type, contamination checks), and a 

minimum of 3 inspections during pollination 
• Acreage determines number of counts per inspection (1 count = 50 plants; 50 m/f if Hybrid) 
• Counts performed at three increments of silk presence during pollination (5-15%, 16-65%, >66%) 
• Intensive timing; time between inspections can greatly vary due to variety, weather/field conditions, and inputs but 

averages one inspection every 2-3 days. 
• Field information is available online to ensure all fields are signed up and confirm they have been inspected 

 
Seed Movement 

• Ear inspections are required for Foundation corn single crosses and inbred lines (inspect corn ears for off-colored 
or different textured kernels) 

• Starts end-August going through end-October – 6 days a week 
• Transfers Pending Final Certification are required to maintain certification; use eCertification site to print transfers 



 

Appendix	3A	
	

Oregon	Seed	Certification	Service	
	

2022	Small	Grain	Season	Summary	As	of	11/22/2022	
	
	
Total	Small	Grain	Acres	Signed	up	for	Crop	Inspections	in	2021	were	24,640	Acres	
	
2022	Crop	inspections	started	on	07/13/2022	
	
				96	Seedling	Inspections	and	of	those:	
	
	 				80					Passed	
	
	 								7					Passed	on	Condition	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:	 Inadequate	Seed	Source	Documentation,	Variety	unlisted	
	
																		5				Withdrawn	
	
	 	 							4				Rejected	
	 	 				
	287	Crop	Inspections	and	of	those:	
	
	 			244			Passed	
	
	 	 			16				Fields	Withdrawn	or	Removed	as	per	grower	request	prior	to	crop	inspection	
					 	 								
	 	 				27			Fields	were	rejected	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:										by	Growers	Request	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Excessive	other	variety’s	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Excessive	Quack	grass	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Rejected	due	to	unresolved	issues	with	the	initial	field	application	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Not	signed	up	for	re-inspection	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	
	
Fields	with	specified	contaminants:	
*Prohibited	weeds	
	
109	 Cheatgrass	 17	 Mustard	 	8	 Brome	
89	 Prickly	Lettuce	 		14	 Kochia	 6	 Dogfennel	
48	 Canada	thistle*	 14	 Sow	thistle		 3	 Tarweed	
40	 Field	Bindweed*	 14	 Quackgrass*	 				3	 Vetch	
24	 Annual	ryegrass	 13	 Barnyardgrass	 3	 Wild	Carrot	
20	 Wild	Oat	 13	 Greed	Foxtail	 1	 Bedstraw	

19	 Redroot	pigweed	 10	 Russian	thistle	 1	 Perennial	ryegrass	
	
	



 

Summary of Small Grain Inspections 
1995 - 2022 

 
 

Year Total Acres signed up 
for Crop Inspection 

Total Number of Fields Signed 
up for Seedling Inspection 

Total Number of Fields 
Signed up for Crop 

Inspection 
1995 11,814 * * 
1996 10,304 * * 
1997 10,159 * * 
1998 8,803 * * 
1999 9,138 * * 
2000 8,524 * * 
2001 8,165 12 158 
2002 12,589 24 228 
2003 14,209 45 268 
2004 15,106 60 264 
2005 14,705 62 237 
2006 13,742 66 232 
2007 14,521 43 226 
2008 17,914 47 309 
2009 21,341 61 317 
2010 21,115 62 362 
2011 23,690 76 358 
2012 19,853 83 353 
2013 25,639 85 405 
2014 25,722 85 393 
2015 28,215 71 411 
2016 27,630 79 378 
2017 23,890 134 371 
2018 25,743 130 298 
2019 24,829 122 357 
2020 23,893 79 352 
2021 22,890 61 308 
2022 24,640 96 287 
2023    
2024    
2025    

 
* Information not available 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 4A 
 

Seed Services Update 
December 12, 2022 

 
A team of Certification specialists and other seed industry professionals increased a small 
amount of Gulf annual ryegrass to 50 lbs. of breeder seed. The Oregon Ryegrass Commission 
hired a seed stock grower this fall in Washington to grow two acres of Foundation Gulf.  The 
goal is to have Foundation Gulf available for Oregon growers.   
 
The Tall Fescue Commission hired the same Washington grower to raise two acres of 
Foundation Kentucky 31 for the next two years. The goal is to have Registered K31 available for 
Oregon growers. 
 
An ISTA sub-committee is working on developing a PCR test that would distinguish the 
difference between annual and perennial ryegrass. Multiple primers have been sent to four 
labs, including the OSU Seed Lab so that one or two best primers will be chosen. Once chosen, a 
referee will be developed and shared with up to eight international seed labs, to test the 
efficacy of the primer. It is hoped that a protocol using the new primer will be approved by both 
AOSA and ISTA to distinguish between annual and perennial ryegrass. 
 
A team of researchers have been assembled to use computer vision, neural networks, and 
robotics to develop a prototype machine that could be used to sort off-type seed from pure 
grass seed. The team will be applying for a grant to fund the major portion of the project.  
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Andrew Altishin 
Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Oregon State University, 31 Crop Science Bldg., Corvallis, Oregon 97331 
T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 | andrew.altishin@oregonstate.edu 

 
 
 

2022 Year in Review 
 

Total Acres Certified of all Crops – 215,444 (-6%) 
Total Acres of Grass Crops Certified – 178,311 (-6.3%) 

Tall fescue – 101,580 (-3.1%) 
Perennial ryegrass – 34,957 (<1%) 

K. Bluegrass – 10,152 (-33%) 
Annual ryegrass – 7,858 (-13%) 
Chewings fescue – 5,836 (-11%) 

Total Acres of Small Grains Certified – 21,269 (-5.8%) 
Wheat – 19,745 (-3.4%) 

Barley – 558 (46%) 
Oat – 325 (-30%) 

Triticale – 385 (77%) 
Club wheat – 120 (-40%) 

Red oat – 136 (20%) 
Cereal rye – 0 (-100%) 

Total Acres of Legumes Certified – 5,148 (-20%) 
Red clover – 3,641  (10%) 

Crimson clover – 319 (-69%) 
Total Acres of Misc. Other Crops Certified – 10,716 (11%) 

Radish – 935 (-34%) 
Total Acres of Potatoes Certified – 3,082 (1%) 

Total Acres of PVG Certified – 107 (159%) 
Total Acres of Corn – 2,825 (13%) 
Active Warehouses in 2022 - 168 

Active Growers in 2022 - 641 
 
Updates  
 

- Jeff Mc Morran retiring 
- Tami Brown shifted responsibilities to take over the potato program  
- Jennifer Vahl – Linn, Lane and Benton sampler 
- Karen Courtney – Union sampler 
- Paula Mills retired in June 
- Open Position 

o Yamhill, Polk, Washington Co. sampler 
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December 12, 2022 | Oregon Department of Agriculture Seed Regulatory Program  

 

1 

Cereals Advisory Committee Update 
December 12, 2022 
 
Seed Regulatory Program Updates 
Labeling Treated Seed 

• Please see attached handout  
• More information available at https://oda.direct/SeedLabeling  

 

Export Statistics  

• Please see attached.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karnal Bunt Survey  

• Twenty samples from Umatilla 
County were tested for the 
causal agent of karnal bunt, 
Tilletia indica.  Samples were sent 
to the USDA APHIS PPQ lab in 
Arizona for testing. None of the 
samples collected in Oregon 
tested positive for karnal bunt in 
2022, or since the survey work 
started in 2004. 
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