
Minutes of the 2021 Cereals Advisory Committee 
(CAC) 

to the Certification, Foundation Seed and Plant Materials Board 
Tuesday, December 14th, 2021  

Hermiston Agricultural Research and Extension Center & Remote Teleconferencing 
 
 

Present: Kurt Farris, Chair; Mindy Duerst, Ioka Farms, Vice Chair; Josh Hunziker, 
Bayer; Ryan Graebner, OSU Extension Cereal Specialist; Lee von Borstel, Grower; Curt 
Howell, Oregon Trail Seeds; Larry Lutcher, County Extension Faculty OSU; Andrew 
Altishin, Alex Albion, Craig Agidius, Mason McKinney, John Zielinski, OSU Seed 
Certification Service. 
 
Present Via Zoom: Matt Insko, Grower; Bob Zielinski, Grower; Amanda Hoey, OWGL; 
Mel Laam, OSCS; Tami Brown, OSCS, Jeff McMorran, OSCS; Jodi Keeling, OSCS; 
Aaron Joecke, WSCIA; Dave Stimpson, OSU Seed Lab.  
 
 
Call to order and introductions. 
 
Meeting was called to Order at 10:10 am. Kurt Farris gave a short description on how 
the meeting was going to be ran with some members being in person and some online. 
Farris proceeded to have members do introductions.  
 
Item 1. Changes/additions to the agenda.  
 
No additions or amendments were made. 
 
Item 2. Minutes of the 2020 CAC Meeting. 
 
Minutes from the 2020 meeting, as posted on the OSCS website, were approved.   
 
Item 3. Certification Board actions regarding CAC 2020 recommendations. 

The Certification, Foundation Seed and Plant Materials Board met on February 16, 
2021 to review and take action on recommendations received from each of the Advisory 
Committees: Seed Conditioners, Grass and Legume, Cereals, Mint, Potato and Tree 
Seed. One recommendation from the CAC was presented to the Board and was 
accepted. The action item was to add wording to the Small Grains standard under 
Application and Field Inspections.  
Current phrasing: “Crop inspection will be completed after plant and head maturity show 
specific variety distinguishing characteristics.” Proposed phrasing: “Crop inspection will 
be completed after plant and head maturity show specific variety distinguishing 
characteristics but inspection timing will be subject to Seed Certification discretion.” 
 



Item 4. Cereal Variety Advisory Committee (CVAC) Update.  

Kurt Farris gave an update on the release of a new spring barley germplasm. The 
release of AD120334 is a spring growth habit, 2 row barley derived from the cross of 
Golden Promise x Full pint. More information on this release can be found in (Appendix 
1A). This was the only business conducted within the CVAC in 2021. 

Item 5. Report from the Corn Sub-Committee.  

A representative from this meeting presented a report and shared the topics discussed 
in the corn sub-committee. No action items were moved upon in this year’s meeting. 
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Item 6. Triticale in Small Grains. 

This item was discussed in the 2020 meeting, but ended with a tied vote and was tabled 
by the chair for a re-vote in 2021. Kurt Farris asked the committee to remove this item 
from the agenda, and the committee motioned and seconded to remove this item. The 
committee discussed how this is a divisive topic and that it wouldn’t be the right 
direction for certified seed production in Oregon. Member shared concerns of being able 
to control triticale as a weed in future small grain fields. 

Item 7. OSCS Policy and Procedure Changes. 

OSCS has implemented a new procedure on how small grain fields are being signed 
up. This new approval system was created to ensure that small grain fields get the 
required inspections they need. J. Zielinski informed the group that often fields are 
signed up for just a crop inspection when they also require a seedling, or sign up for 
both a crop and a seedling inspection even if it does not require a seedling. A link with 
step-by-step instructions for signing up fields and how this new system works can be 
found on the OSCS website (Appendix 3A). Altishin added that with this new system 
less refunds will need to be given and less late signed up seedlings will occur. The 
committee was informed that Mason McKinney will be taking over the small grain 
program in Union County along with the Willamette Valley. A discussion amongst the 
committee members and Altishin occurred to determine changes to the deadline policy 
for signing fields up, but no hard dates were set.  

Item 8. Small Grains Certification Year in Review.  

John Zielinski gave a brief update on the 2021 small grain inspection season. Acres 
signed up this year were 22,890 with 61 seedling inspections. OSCS had a slight 
decrease of 1,003 acres signed up for crop inspection from 2020. John provided a final 
determination for cereal fields in Certification for 2021, providing the number that 
passed, withdrawn, rejected, and the reasons why. Appendix 4A 

 



Item 11. Elections. 

A dealer nominee is needed. A motion was made to nominate Curt Howell as Vice- 
Chair for the 2022 CAC. The motion passed unanimously. Term limits renewed for Matt 
Insko, Bob Zielinski, and Curt Howell. 

Item 12. Reports.  

Andrew Altishin gave the OSU Update for Thomas Chastain. This was an update on 
retirements and current open positions they are looking to fill in the OSU Crop and Soil 
Science department. Along with information on OSU staff during the pandemic. 
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OSU Seed Services report was given by Andrew Altishin. An update on the 
development of the breeder Gulf annual ryegrass project was shared. An ISTA sub-
committee is working on creating a PCR test that will distinguish between perennial and 
annual ryegrass. Appendix 6A 

The manager of OSCS Andrew Altishin gave an update on this year’s acres; which can 
be found in this year’s Oregon Certification Activity Summary. Also some details on new 
hires and changing positions in different programs at OSCS. Appendix 7A 

Dave Stimpson the Seed Lab manager gave a report on how the seed lab has been 
running this past year. Some highlights included that the lab completed a 3 year ISTA 
audit, finding labor continues to be difficult, and that sample counts are behind the 5 
year average by 19%. Appendix 8A  

Aaron Jeschke introduced himself as the new manager of Washington State Crop 
Improvement Association and provided a short report. Information on production, labor 
costs, and fall sales were provided in his handout. Appendix 9A 
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Release of AD120334 spring barley germplasm with exclusive license 

 

AD120334 is proposed for release as a germplasm with exclusive license.  The rationale for this 
release mechanism is as follows. 

AD120334 is a spring growth habit, 2-row barley derived from the cross of Golden Promise x 
Full Pint. These two barley varieties have different dwarfing genes: arie-e and denso, 
respectively. Therefore, in the progeny of this cross it is possible to recover progeny with both 
dwarfing genes. The result is a “double dwarf”, such as AD120334,  that is shorter in stature than 
either of its “single dwarf” parents (Tables 1 and 2). 

Double dwarf plants are of interest from the standpoint of genetics but are not suited for most 
agronomic applications. Being so short, under many conditions harvest could be complicated, or 
even dangerous due to potential damage to the combine header.  Therefore, AD120334 was 
documented for agronomic data in two years (2013 and 2014) and malting quality in one year 
(2013) as an object of genetics curiosity without agronomic value.  The only data recorded were 
for genetic analysis purposes – not variety potential. The short stature precluded advancement of 
AD120334 to subsequent assessments, as did its modest malting quality profile (Table 3). 

However, Dr. Dustin Herb, a plant breeder with OreGro/Nutrien was of the opinion that the 
double dwarf AD120334 could have value as a cover crop – either alone, or as a component of 
cover crop mixes. Assessment of cover crops is outside the purview of the Oregon State Barley 
Project. Dr. Herb has subsequently undertaken preliminary cover crop assessments, and he 
believes that AD120334 has potential for this end use. Therefore, we propose that AD120334 be 
licensed, exclusively, to OreGro/Nutrien. This company is active in cover crops development 
and sales and is accordingly in a position to assess the commercial potential of the selection.  

AD120334 is recommended for exclusive licensing, without Plant Variety Protection, to 
OreGro/Nutrien, with a licensing fee of $2,000 and a royalty of 3 cents/lb. on the sale of all 
classes of seed – either as a pure line or as a component in a cover crop blend. The inventor 
royalty share will be waived: it will be added to the College share of royalties and these funds 
will be distributed as specified in an MOU (between the inventor and Crop and Soil Science 
Department Head) on file at the Agricultural and Marine Sciences business center.  
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Oregon Seed Certification Service 

31 Crop Science Bldg., 
Corvallis, Oregon 97331 

T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 
Web: seedcert.oregonstate.edu 

Email: corn-info@oregonstate.edu 

 

 

 
 
 
Corn Program Overview 
 
 
Program Year: 2021 

• 2,497 Total Acres (5% decrease from 2020) 
• 2 Growers 
• 257 Oregon Fields (5% increase from 2020) 
• 239 Foundation Class 
• 18 Certified Class 

 
Hiring/Training of Staff 

• Average field assignments range 50-60 fields/inspector for the season 
• 4 inspectors – 2 in Milton-Freewater, 2 in Hermiston/Boardman 
• Hire local employees – knowledge of area 
• Must use own vehicles 
• Training workshop/meeting mid-June 

o In-field training continues when season begins July 1 
o Training continues as needed through the summer 

 
Field Inspections 

• Each field is inspected at least 4 times 
• One isolation inspection prior to pollination (locate field, purity of plant type, contamination checks), and a 

minimum of 3 inspections during pollination 
• Acreage determines number of counts per inspection (1 count = 50 plants; 50 m/f if Hybrid) 
• Counts performed at three increments of silk presence during pollination (5-15%, 16-65%, >66%) 
• Intensive timing; time between inspections can greatly vary due to variety, weather/field conditions, and inputs but 

averages one inspection every 2-3 days. 
• Field information is available online to ensure all fields are signed up and confirm they have been inspected 

 
Seed Movement 

• Ear inspections are required for Foundation corn single crosses and inbred lines (inspect corn ears for off-colored 
or different textured kernels) 

• Starts end-August going through end-October – 6 days a week 
• Transfers Pending Final Certification are required to maintain certification; use eCertification site to print transfers 
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Oregon	Seed	Certification	Service	
2021	Small	Grain	Season	Summary	As	of	11/9/2021	

	
Total	Small	Grain	Acres	Signed	up	for	Crop	Inspections	in	2021	were		22,890	Acres	
	
2021	Crop	inspections	started	on	07/05/2021	
	
				61		Seedling	Inspections	and	of	those:	
	
	 				50					Passed	
	
	 								7					Passed	on	Condition	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:	 Inadequate	Seed	Source	Documentation,	Variety	unlisted	
	
																		1				Withdrawn	
	
	 	 							3				Rejected	
	 	 				
	308	Crop	Inspections	and	of	those:	
	
	 			270			Passed	
	
	 	 			13			Fields	Withdrawn	or	Removed	as	per	grower	request	prior	to	crop	inspection	
	
	 	 			22			Passed	on	Condition	or	To	Be	Verified	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:	 Seed	Source	Documentation	or	Eligibility,	also	Variety	and		
	 	 	 	 	 	 Contractor	approval.	
					 	 								
	 	 						3			Fields	were	rejected	
	 	 	 	 	 Reasons:										by	Growers	Request		
	 	 	 	 	 	 Jointed	goatgrass.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Fields	with	specified	contaminants:	
*Prohibited	weeds	
	
97	 Cheatgrass	 24	 Mustard	 	9	 Green	Foxtail	
65	 Prickly	Lettus	 		23	 Annual	ryegrass	 8	 Dogfennel	

46	 Field	Bindweed*	 23	 Redroot	pigweed	 6	 Mallow	
41	 Lambs-Quarter	 18	 Sowthistle	 				5	 Brome	

38	 Kochia	 17	 Barnyardgrass	 5	 Tarweed	
34	 Cannada	thistle*	 13	 Wild	oat	 4	 Perennial	ryegrass	

27	 Russian	thistle	 12	 Quackgrass*	 1	 Jointed	goatgrass*	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



 

Summary of Small Grain Inspections 
1995 - 2021 

 
 

Year Total Acres signed up 
for Crop Inspection 

Total Number of Fields Signed 
up for Seedling Inspection 

Total Number of Fields 
Signed up for Crop 

Inspection 
1995 11,814 * * 
1996 10,304 * * 
1997 10,159 * * 
1998 8,803 * * 
1999 9,138 * * 
2000 8,524 * * 
2001 8,165 12 158 
2002 12,589 24 228 
2003 14,209 45 268 
2004 15,106 60 264 
2005 14,705 62 237 
2006 13,742 66 232 
2007 14,521 43 226 
2008 17,914 47 309 
2009 21,341 61 317 
2010 21,115 62 362 
2011 23,690 76 358 
2012 19,853 83 353 
2013 25,639 85 405 
2014 25,722 85 393 
2015 28,215 71 411 
2016 27,630 79 378 
2017 23,890 134 371 
2018 25,743 130 298 
2019 24,829 122 357 
2020 23,893 79 352 
2021 22,890 61 308 
2022    
2023    
2024    
2025    

 
* Information not available 
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OSU Update 
1 December 2021 

 
The following are highlights of activities in Crop and Soil Science (CSS) and the College of Agricultural 
Sciences (CAS) as they affect clientele groups affiliated with CSS. 
 
Crop and Soil Science  
 
Personnel 

   
Retirement of Dan Sullivan, Professor of Soil Science.  Dan is retiring in December.  He was an 
extension specialist in soil nutrient management and taught courses in soil fertility. 
 
Adam Lindsley – Senior Instructor I is leaving CSS in December.  He will be starting an Assistant 
Professor position at the OSU Library. 
 
Assistant Professor of Weed Science – Corvallis campus.  The position has been posted with full 
consideration date on December 31st and the closing date of January 16th.  Rory Mc Donnell is the 
chair of the search committee. 
 
Assistant Professor of Soil Landscape Pedology – Corvallis campus.  The position description has 
been submitted to HR for approval.  Amber Moore is the chair of the search committee. 
 

News 
 
Markus Kleber has been named by Clarivate as one of the most highly cited researchers worldwide 
in the Web of Science for a seventh year in a row.  Kleber is a Professor of Soil Science in the 
department. 
 

College of Agricultural Sciences  
 
The college has released the Cattle Plan – a needs assessment for Oregon beef and dairy industries.  
The plan was developed in partnership with the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association, Oregon Dairy Farmers 
Association, Oregon Beef Council, Oregon Dairy and Nutrition Council. 
 
Oregon State University 
 
The university has implemented a COVID-19 vaccination requirement for students and employees who 
learn or work at OSU locations throughout Oregon.  Indoor mask requirements are in place.  This has 
an effect on OSU-sponsored meetings.  In-person course delivery is expected to continue next term.   
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Seed Services Update 
    December 14, 2021 

• Two years ago, the Ryegrass Commission asked a group of local grass seed industry 
people to see if they can develop a small amount of Gulf breeder seed. The first year of 
a multiple year project was completed in 2019 and the project was put on hold during 
2020 due to the COVID pandemic. This year the team completed a second year of 
increases and hopes to have a small amount of Gulf breeder seed developed by next 
September.  

• An ISTA sub-committee is working on developing a PCR test that would distinguish the 
difference between annual and perennial ryegrass. Progress is slow, but there is hope 
that primers will be developed soon that will allow up to six international labs to test 
out the efficacy of the new test. 

 
• A team of researchers have been assembled to use computer vision, neural networks, 

and robotics to develop a prototype machine that could be used to sort off-type seed 
from pure grass seed. The team is currently applying for a grant to fund the major 
portion of the project.  
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Andrew Altishin 
Oregon Seed Certification Service 
Oregon State University, 31 Crop Science Bldg., Corvallis, Oregon 97331 
T 541-737-4513 | F 541-737-2624 | andrew.altishin@oregonstate.edu 

 
 
 

2021 Year in Review 
 

Total Acres Certified of all Crops – 229,047 (-3%) 
Total Acres of Grass Crops Certified – 190,390 (-5.2%) 

Tall fescue – 104,882 (-7.9%) 
Perennial ryegrass – 34,677 (5.9%) 

K. Bluegrass – 15,064 (-0.5%) 
Annual ryegrass – 9,049 (-12%) 
Chewings fescue – 6,584 (-3%) 

Total Acres of Small Grains Certified – 22,568 (5.3%) 

Wheat – 20,437 (8.7%) 

Barley – 1,027 (86.4%) 

Oat – 463 (-31.7%) 

Triticale – 218 (-75%) 

Club wheat – 200 (-49.8%) 

Red oat – 113 (113%) 

Cereal rye – 110 (-14.7%) 

Total Acres of Legumes Certified – 6,429 (38.1%) 
Red clover – 3,303 (51.2%) 

Crimson clover – 1,022 (22.1%) 
Total Acres of Misc. Other Crops Certified – 9,660 (<1%) 

Radish – 1,409 (-53.3%) 
Total Acres of Potatoes Certified – 3,052 (2.5%) 

Total Acres of PVG Certified – 41 (-55.4%) 
Total Acres of Corn – 2,497 (-5.3%) 
Active Warehouses in 2021 - 190 

Active Growers in 2021 - 670 
 
New Hires  
 

- Mel Laam, Office Manager, OSCS Main Office 
- Mason McKinney, Seed Certification Specialist (Polk Co., small grains support), OSCS Main 

Office 
- Craig Agidius, Seed Certification Specialist (Benton Co., Corn program coordinator 

trainee), OSCS Main Office 
- Tami Brown shifted responsibilities to take over the hemp program and the potato 

program.  
- Open Positions 



o Linn County Sampler 
o Union County Sampler 

 

- Still operating under Covid-19 protocols (main office and select extension offices 
closed to the public or following reduced in-person interactions). 

- Continuing encouragement of online sign-up processes and credit card usage.  
 

New Fees - July 1st, 2022 

- A minimum charge fee will be assessed if a sampler is unable to sample due to a lot 
not being accessible or prepared for sampling.  

- Rush fee for delivery/verification of tags. 
 

OSCS Staffing 

- 3 Administrative staff 
- 2 Information Technology Staff 
- 7 Seed Certification Specialists 
- 6  Part-time/seasonal Seed Certification Specialists 
- 8 Seed Certification Samplers 
- 1 Manager and Seed Certification Specialist 
- Various part-time student employees 
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OSU Seed Lab Report 

to all Certification Advisory Committees 
 

Recently, the Lab successfully completed their 3-year ISTA audit.  The audit took place the end of July—
responses to findings were issued back to the ISTA offices the week before Thanksgiving.  On the 
morning of 22 Nov we were notified that our audit had been accepted by the auditors and would be 
submitted to the Executive Committee for their approval.  Celebratory cake was enjoyed by the Lab staff 
(thanks to Dan Curry) 10 Dec.  (ISTA accounts for ~20% of OSU Seed Lab samples.) 

Regarding samples numbers.  Due to the low yields and poor harvest this past season, the sample counts 
at the Lab are behind the 5-yr. average by about 19% (2178) as of end of November.  We are hopeful 
that the numbers will stabilize over the next few months. 

Consequently our budget is also negative.  We are doing okay for now. 

Personnel:  the OSU Seed Lab is down 1 Bio-Technician, 4 Analyst I's, and an Administrative Program 
Assistant right now.  We are having a hard time competing with the fast-food industry for laborers.  Of 
the 5 that have left, one took a job in the seed industry, two moved with their families, one was 
promoted to another position in the Lab and one took a position at another type of laboratory. 

This year we had a hard time finding temporary help for pre-picker positions and did not have anyone 
stay for further training. 

In January there are plans to review hiring strategies for analyst positions, including, reclassification of 
positions, targeting a different audience for potential analysts and reaching out to area community 
colleges and schools to collaborate in providing work experience. 

In November Lorinda Hughes was promoted as our new Quality Manager.  Lorinda was extremely 
helpful in completing our ISTA audit successfully. 

Last month, the Seed Lab received a letter from the Bureau of Land Management requiring USDA/ASL 
accreditation for all labs that test their seeds.  Over the past several years there has been concern 
regarding variable results from several of the labs doing business with them.  OSU reached out to USDA 
to see if they would grant accreditation based on our ISTA audit results.  They were not willing to grant 
that, so we have scheduled an audit with USDA sometime in the next couple months.  BLM was 
contacted to determine if they would accept ISTA accreditation.  No response has been received yet. 
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Foundation Seed Update 

Garry Becker retirement announcement, last day December 10th.  Job posting coming soon. 

 

FSS 2021 Harvest and Sales Review 

Based on contracts for fall 2021 seed delivery, we budgeted for income of $174,838.  Our actual 
fall sales were about 268,700 pounds for income of $174,725.  FSS utilized Rush and Super Rush 
services at WSDA Seed Program in order to expedite analysis results.  

In 2020, lack of available trucking services negatively impacted the timeline with which we 
could bring seed back from the Basin and delayed some seed cleaning.  In 2021, we purchased 
an International Prostar to help bring larger loads back from the Basin.  This has helped reduce 
our trucking labor costs and improve our timeliness bringing seed to FSS to be cleaned. 

FSS Contract Labor costs were lower in 2021 due to:  

 8.7 acres of head row production (compared to 12.18 acres in 2020), each requiring an 
average of $1,000 in roguing, compared to our normal average of $300-$500/acre.  

 In 2020, we struggled to direct-hire and turned to a local agency to provide us with 
help in Pullman.   

 We also have 20 fewer acres in 2021 compared to 2020. 

 

2021 Fall Planting – WSCIA Foundation Seed Service 

WSU: 109.8ac. 
 Cameo 5ac. 
 Devote 21ac. 
 Prichett 5ac. 
 Sockeye CL+ 5ac. 
 Castella 5ac. 
 Piranha CL+ 30ac. 
 Selbu 2.0 1ac. 
 Hoody 2ac. 
 WA8362 4.8ac. 
 WA8307 5.75ac. 
 WA8309 1ac. 
 WA8345 AX 5.75ac. 

 WA8346 AX 5.75ac. 
 WA8347 AX 6ac. 
 WA8348 AX 1ac. 

WA8349 AX 5.75ac. 
 
 

 OSU: 
Bobtail 3.5ac. 

 


